Py BT D2 LK LA

United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Sierra Front Field Office
5665 Morgan Mill Rd
Carsen City, NV 89701
http://'www blm.gov/nv

In Reply Refer To:

1060 (LLNVC02000) JUN B 7 2016

Dear Reader;

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Sierra Front Field Office is soliciting your input on
the management of wild horses in the Pine Nut Mountains. The BLM will be developing a 10-
year plan to manage wild horses in the Pine Nut Mountains that could include wild horse gathers,
implementation of population growth control measures, public education and outreach, habitat
improvement/restoration, and monitoring protocols. The goal is to maintain or restore a thriving
natural ecological balance of wild horses and their habitat. This 30-day scoping period is from
June 7 to July 6, 2016.

The Pine Nut Mountains Herd Management Area (HMA), an area designated for the
management of wild horses and their habitat, is located within the Pine Nut Mountains. The Pine
Nut Mountains are located in Carson City, Douglas and Lyon counties, Nevada. In April 2016
the BLM conducted an inventory of the Pine Nut Mountains and observed 536 wild horses. The
appropriate management level for the HMA is 119 to 179 animals. Thirty-nine percent of the
wild horses were observed outside the HMA, including in the urban interface areas such as Deer
Run Road, Dayton and Fish Springs. The BLM has published a Fina! Summary of Current
Conditions for the HMA that concludes that vegetative trends and riparian functional
assessments for springs demonstrate that wild horses are a causal factor in the deterioration of
conditions.

The purpose of the proposed plan would be to address the following issues:

Prevent the degradation of public lands within and outside the herd management area;

® Address nuisance and other wild horses that are residing outside the HMA in areas that
arc not managed for wild horse habitat or that contribute to public safety concerns such as
property damage and vehicle collisions;

¢ There is a need to address long-term population trends within and outside the herd
management area; and

» Manage wild horses in a manner that supports meeting Bi-State sage-grouse habitat
objectives.

For this plan, the BLM will be preparing an environmental assessment (EA) to comply with the
National Environmental Policy Act. The draft environmental assessment would assess the direct,
indirect and cumulative effects from the proposed plan and alternatives. The public would be



afforded a 30-day comment period on the proposed plan and alternatives when that draft
environmental assessment is made available late summer 2016.

For more information, maps and a copy of the Final Summary of Current Conditions, please go
to the project website at: http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/en/fo/carson city ficld html,

Send comments to: John Axtell, Wild Horse and Burro Specialist, 5665 Morgan Mill Rd, Carson
City, Nevada 89701 or email at; PineNutHorses(@blm.gov. Comments can also be faxed to: 775-
885-6147 Attn: John Axtell. For more information contact John at: 775-885-6000.

Privacy notice: Before including address, phone number, email address, or any other personal
identifying information in your comments, be advised that your entire comment, including
personal identifying information, may be made publicly available at any time. While individuals
may request that the BLM withhold personal identifying information from public view, the BLM
cannot guarantee it will be able to do so. If you wish to withhold your personal information, you
must state this prominently at the beginning of your comment. We will make all submissions
from organization and businesses available for public disclosure in their entirety.

Sincerely,

Bryant D. Smith
Field Manager
Sierra Front Field Office



